
The Forster Education Act of 1870 made schooling compulsory for all 5 to 12 year olds, 

so 

Trusham School was opened on 13th January 1879 and served the village until 

November 1948. 29 children attended on the first day although by the beginning of the 

next week attendance had increased to 33.  

We know quite a bit about the day-to-day lives and the education of pupils of Trusham 

school from the school log books –  

 who was absent from school and why,  

 who went apple or potato-picking,  

 when the school was closed for the Revels and the Nursing Association concert 

and so on….   

The vicars were regular visitors to the school [several times a week], They taught RE 

and sometimes arithmetic. Their wives and daughters taught needlework. The 

Reverend Offley Carey once taught the whole school when the headmistress was ill.   

Trusham School was a church school and therefore had yearly inspections not only by 

His/ her Majesty’s Inspectors but by Diocesan inspectors,. 

These reports were important because payment to the school depended on them.  

The first Trusham School Report by HMI was 1879 September 

The school seems likely to do well, and creditable progress has already been made in 

several respects. The children are clean and orderly and are likely to become intelligent. 

The defective results in Arithmetic at present are fully to be accounted for by the fact 

that the school has been opened for only a few months. The premises are good and 

satisfy the requirements. A map of England should be provided. 

According to the log books, the First World War years seemed to go on as usual for the 

children in Trusham with no mention being made of casualties among families. 

Mention was made however, of  

 outbreaks of impetigo, and measles, 

  the sad death of one child from meningitis [all his books, pens, pencils etc. were 

burned on the orders of the medical officer] ,  

 There were needlework inspections,  

 visits of the dentist  

 and the fact that children were absent from school for apple-picking was noted. 



 

During the Second World War years, preparations were made: 

 In 1938 Miss Newbury took the measurements of the children’s faces as 

requested by an official of the ARP [Air Raid Precautions] 

 Class 1 started knitting pairs of socks, and the Infants knitted scarves for the 

fighting men 

 In Sept 1939, parents and the HT agreed that in the event of an air raid the 

safest plan would be to take children to the Rectory Lane.  Children living a long 

way from the school should bring their gas masks to school, although this rule 

was not enforced for  those living very close to the school. Gas masks were 

inspected regularly, once by a Major Graham but at other times by the teachers. 

 The Headmistress records that  three buckets but no stirrup pumps were 

delivered to the school and then writes on 12th August  1941: 

‘I regret to announce that one of the new buckets has been damaged. After very close 

enquiry I have failed to discover the culprit. It is possible it was done during the 

weekend.’ 

 

Amidst all this worry about the war there were some lighter moments: 

There was folk dancing with gramophone music that the children enjoyed very much.  

Children started doing nature walks. 

Mr. Bradley of Burgoynes kindly allowed children from the school to use his field for 

organised games periods. Miss Newberry took the first class there on a June afternoon 

in 1940. 

 

On the closure of the school, its banner stayed in the church. It was decided to re-

furbish the banner and in September 2012 former members of the school were invited 

to a service led by the Bishop of Exeter during which the banner was re-dedicated. The 

great grandson of the last Headteacher of Trusham School carried the banner into the 

church.  After the service the church hosted a tea-party for former pupils. 

 

 

 



 
The following are the six Standards of Education contained in the Revised code of 

Regulations, 1872 

STANDARD I 

Reading 
One of the narratives next in order after monosyllables in an elementary 
reading book used in the school. 

Writing 
Copy in manuscript character a line of print, and write from dictation a few 
common words. 

Arithmetic 
Simple addition and subtraction of numbers of not more than four figures, and 
the multiplication table to multiplication by six. 

STANDARD II 

Reading A short paragraph from an elementary reading book. 

Writing 
A sentence from the same book, slowly read once, and then dictated in single 
words. 

Arithmetic 
The multiplication table, and any simple rule as far as short division 
(inclusive). 

STANDARD III 

Reading A short paragraph from a more advanced reading book. 

Writing 
A sentence slowly dictated once by a few words at a time, from the same 
book. 

Arithmetic Long division and compound rules (money). 

STANDARD IV 

Reading A few lines of poetry or prose, at the choice of the inspector. 

Writing 
A sentence slowly dictated once, by a few words at a time, from a reading 
book, such as is used in the first class of the school. 

Arithmetic Compound rules (common weights and measures). 

STANDARD V 

Reading A short ordinary paragraph in a newspaper, or other modern narrative. 

Writing 
Another short ordinary paragraph in a newspaper, or other modern narrative, 
slowly dictated once by a few words at a time. 

Arithmetic Practice and bills of parcels. 

STANDARD VI 

Reading To read with fluency and expression. 

Writing A short theme or letter, or an easy paraphrase. 

Arithmetic Proportion and fractions (vulgar and decimal). 

 


